Breaking New Ground
Pharmaceutical Pioneer Lends
New Meaning to the Term
"Corporate Citizen"
By Fern Tiger and
Annette Doornbos
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When Miles, Inc. initially picked Berkeley
as a site for a major company expansion a new center for the development and
manufacture of pharmaceutical products
derived from new cell technology - there
was little to indicate that a design competition would play a significant role in their
plans. Because Berkeley was the location of
Cutter Biological, a Miles subsidiary, and near
other research facilities of a similar nature, it
was a logical choice for the company's new
biotechnology center. The immediate
implications of this decision were twofold:
-Miles/Cutter would have to come up with a
flexible, long-range facilities development
plan allowing for adequate growth.
-A long-term, land-use agreement would
have to be negotiated with the City of
Berkeley.
Miles/Cutter already began discussing long
range plans for its site with the City of
Berkeley in 1989. It was finally decided
that a Development Agreement between
the company and the City would be the

best form of entitlement to achieve the goals
of both the City and Miles. While California
had the enabling legislation to allow cities to
pursue development agreements - many
California cities had successfully entered into
contracts of this form - Berkeley had never
before been interested in this kind of arrangement. Moreover, most development
agreements have been used to entice private
developers to construct shopping centers,
hotels, etc., on vacant land. To the best of
anyone's knowledge, the use of this form of
entitlement to modernize property already
owned and used by a developer - in this
case, the company - was unique, but also
appropriate. The development agreement
will enable Cutter to both modernize its
current site and plan for logical growth so
that the company can address market demand and changing technologies. According
to Dr. Karl Duchardt, Miles' Vice President of
Production and Engineering and the key
person responsible for launching the company's bid for a longterm agreement, "the
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